FRIENDS  AND  ACQUAINTANCES.                 Ill
Richard Garnett neatly sums up his character in a single word by styling him a "polypragmatist."
He was in poor circumstances some time before the Restoration, and on the 2yth April, 1658, he wrote to Robert Boyle1 a pitiable account of his bodily sufferings: " I may truly say, even in an outward sense, I die daily. These three days, every night I have been near unto death " (Boyle's "Works," 1772, vol. vi., p. 102). On November 22nd, 1660, he wrote to Lord Herbert, saying, "I have been very ill of late, and by manifold miseries oppressed," and he then goes on to beg for financial assistance.
At various dates between 1641 and 1649 we hear of the elder Hartlib as living in Duke's Place. At some period previous to May, 1651, he removed to Charing Cross. On 27th April, 1658, he wrote to Boyle, "My son Hartlib sends your last to me, dated April 24th, which the blind post brought to his house, mistaking Axe Yard for Charing Cross." The last certain trace we have of him is in February, 1661-62, the date of his latest extant letter. Perhaps the poverty which oppressed him during the closing years of his life forced him to seek shelter with his son. In any case his latest letters are dated from Axe Yard.
The elder Hartlib's son, also Samuel Hartlib, has not hitherto been generally known, but he appears to have attained to some position a few years before the Restoration, and from the references to him in the Diary we may guess that after that event he continued to be prosperous for a time. In 1657 he appears to have been engaged as secretary or clerk to the Council of State, as on September 8th the elder Hartlib, writing to Robert Boyle, says, "My son . . . intends that the order, with the addition of some affectionate clauses, shall be turned into a letter written from the Council here to the Council in Ireland, under the Council's own seal, that it may be distinguished from the ordinary passing or imparting of orders from hence to Ireland, that it may appear a business of extraordinary import and concernment" (Boyle's "Works," 1772, vol. vi., p. 96).
1 There is a series of letters written by Samuel Hartlib printed in Boyle's "Works" (vol. v. of the 1745 edition, and vol. vi. of the 1772 edition).